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Investigating Mechanisms for Strengthening and Developing
University Outreach Services in Entrepreneurial Affairs

Saeed Gholamrezai, Hamid Movahed Mohammadi, Ali Asadi, Seyed Mahmoud Hosseini

Abstract

It is generally accepted that universities have three functions of education, research
and outreach services. Among the three functions of university, the outreach services can
cause more interactions between universities and society, industry, agriculture and
executive sectors. Through this function, setting relationship of faculty members and
students with the society, can transfer and disseminate technical services between two
executive agents and end-users. This activity helps strengthen capability and use of more
realistic and scientific activities form such institutions. The purpose of this paper is to
analyze mechanisms aiming at strengthening the function of university outreach services
in three areas of education, research and advisory services rendered to two target groups
consisted of entrepreneurs and organizations associated to entrepreneurial affairs.
Universities can contribute to entrepreneurial issues, by implementing mechanisms such
as establishment of the advisory centers, e-learning services, establishment and
development of incubators, Scientific and Technology Parks, holding training courses in
specialized professional fields, participation of academician (faculty members and
graduate students) in the fields of applied and development research as consultants,
production of educational printing materials and participation of faculty members in
radio-TV programs at local and national levels. Universities can also play role in the field
of entrepreneurship extension through the mentioned mechanisms.

Key words: Agricultural higher education, University, University outreach services,
Entrepreneurship



