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Analyzing the occupational skills of agricultural graduates
in Kermanshah Province

Abstract

The main purpose of this descriptive-correlational research was to study the occupational
skills of agricultural graduates needed for labor marketplace as reflected by agricultural
managers and graduates. The statistical population for this study was public agricultural
mangers (N=130), and agricultural graduates (members of Agricultural Engineering System
Organization, branch of Kermanshah Province) (N= 416). The sample size included 196
graduates which were selected by stratified random sampling method with major of study as the
stratification variable and all of mangers. Based on findings, managers remarked the most
important occupational skills as: responsibility, endeavor and effort in work and professional
ethics. Agricultural graduates believed that the most important occupational skills needed for
them are responsibility, self-reliance, and endeavor and effort in work. There was a significant
difference between real and ideal situation of occupational skills of agricultural graduates.
Occupational skills of agricultural graduates were classified into five main factors using the
factor analysis namely (1) professional ethics, (2) awareness, (3) organization (4) team working,
and (5) communication skills. Using interactive and collaborative teaching techniques,
improving internship courses, and interactive and participatory learning in teaching process can
adapt and enhance the occupational competencies of agricultural graduates.

Key words: Skill, Agricultural graduate, Agricultural manager, Occupational Skills.
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