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Discriminant analysis of factors influencing employment level of
agricultural students at western lranian colleges of agriculture

Abstract

The aims of this descriptive-correlational research were to measure
agricultural students’ employment level and to determine factors influencing
agricultural students’ employment level as well at western Iranian colleges of
agriculture. The population for this study was senior agricultural students of
public universities (Kordestan, Kermanshah, llam, Hamedan, and Lorestan)
(N=979). The sample size included included 274 students which selected by
stratified random sampling method with major of study as the stratification
variable. Based on findings, employment level of students was moderate. There
existed also significant differences among students with various majors of study at
agricultural colleges on perceived employment level as well as educational
expectations. Stepwise discriminant analysis revealed that the most important
factors influencing prediction of agricultural students’ employment level were
students' occupational skills, attitude toward their college, and educational
expectations, respectively.

Key words: employment level, Agricultural student, Educational expectation,
discriminant analysis

Yy



