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Analyzing Factors Affecting Apple Wastes: Case study of
Zanjan Province

Ehsan Gholifar, Ali Asadi, and Morteza Akbari

Abstract

Annually, millions of dollars costs for imports of agricultural products, while a
major portion of such products are being wasted and this process takes its uptrend
each year. While, this problem shows the importance of identifying agricultural
products wastes, in other countries, they are the main source of supply for other
products, Therefore, factors that are involved in creation and development of agro
products must be determined. The main purpose of the study was to investigate
factors affecting apple wastes in Zanjan province. Data collected from apple
horticulturists in Zanjan province through a proportional stratified random sampling
method.

In this respect, the necessary data was collected with 200 completed questionnaires.
Results showed that there was a positive and significant relationship between farmers'
education level and amount of apple wastes at the level of 1% in the past year, but
there was no significant relationship between the education level and amount of
wastes during the last five years. Also there was no significant difference between
farmers who participated in training and extension classes and the farmers who did
not on amount of wastes in the last five years and last year. The correlation results
indicated that there was a positive and significant relationship between annual income
from gardens and the amount of wastes in the past five years and last year at levels 1
and 5 percent.
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