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! Ontological, Epistemological, Axiological, Rhetorical, and Methodological

2 Creswell and Plano Clark, 2007; Johnson, Onwuegbuzie, and Turner, 2005; Onwuegbuzie and Daniel, 2006; Tashakkori andTeddlie, 1998,
2003a, 2003b

% Denzin and Lincoln, 2000

4 Mixing Movement

% Current Synthesis Stage

® Rossman and Wilson, 1985

" Triangulation
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! Abduction
2 David Hulme, 2007
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! Blended Research (Thomas, 2003)

2 Integrative Research (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie, 2004)

® Multi method Research (Hunter and Brewer, 2003; Morse, 2003)

* Multiple Methods (Smith, in press)

® Triangulated Studies ( Sandelowski, 2003)

¢ Ethnographic Residual Analysis (Fry, Chantavanich, and Chantavanich, 1981)
" Mixed Research (Johnson, 2006; Johnson and Christensen, 2004)
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% Collins et al., 2006
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! Method Perspective

2 Methodology Perspective

% paradigm Perspective

* Overarching Worldview

% Practice Perspective

®Yin, 2006

" Greene, Caracelli, and Graham, 1989
8 Merging, Connecting, or Embedding
° Creswell and Plano Clark, 2007

10 Clean Approach

1 Elliot, 2005
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! Greene et al., 1989

2 Gilbert, 2006

% Quasi-Mixed

* Teddlie and Tashakkori, 2006
® paradigm-Method

® Reichardt and Rallis, 1994

" Tashakkori and Teddlie, 1998
8 Bliss, Rocco, and Bliss, 2004
® Incompatibility thesis

0 Brannen, 2005
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Reconsideration of research methodologies in agricultural
extension, education, and development: towards mixed
methodology

Dr. S. M. Hosseini and M. Akbari
Abstract

Historical development trend in developed countries has shown that agricultural/rural
development deserve authentic role in national development process and hence they should be
taken account within developmental priorities. Along this path and over the past decades
many efforts were preceded in developing states for diagnosis of farmers and rural areas and
also, for improvement of their livelihoods through qualitative and quantitative research
methodology towards adoption of different strategies. However, these endeavors were not
fully useful in removal of rural disparities especially for the rural poor. Quantitative research
paradigm is the first tool that accompanies by Ontological, Epistemological, Axiological,
Rhetorical, and Methodological and then concerning the criticisms raised, qualitative method
was introduced which also contained some inconsistencies. There are discussions among
researchers on adoption of the best alternative for a research. This question has been blinking
for years at scientific panels. Previously, researchers were enthusiastic to employ quantitative
methodologies in socio-rural researches and interpret the outcomes based on existing
hypothesis. This paradigm was assumed as the first wave of methodology and initiation of
methodology completion in sociology. Years later, researchers perceived that quantitative
methods are not capable to handle all aspects of social phenomena. Hence, in response to
uncertainties of quantitative method in diagnosis of social realities, second wave came to
existence. This wave, caused application of qualitative methods followed by researchers’
emphasis on interior rather than exterior layer of social realities. Upon this basis, social
science received wider flexibility, too. Concurrent to intensification of qualitative approaches
in methodology, a wide divide was created between two groups of researchers. Quantitative
researchers called others as non-logic, and qualitative researchers claimed that the formers are
blind. Mutual interaction between the two groups led to emergence of the third wave of
methodology which was in fact an integration of the previous groups. Integration- oriented
researchers did not spoil their times on preference of foregoing methodologies and instead,
focused on derivation of a new approach for research affairs through integration of
guantitative and qualitative perspectives toward profound diagnosis of social realities. This
article tries to highlight the weak and strength points of the aforesaid insights, and explore the
dimensions of the new mixed approach in favor of better understanding of socio-rural
phenomenon.

Key words: Mixed methodology, Quantitative and Qualitative research, Typology
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