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Virtual extension in line with modern world

By : H. Fotovati, M. Choromzadeh, and Dr. B. Khosravipour

Abstract

Human societies development, from different perspectives and with increasing daily needs for
new and diverse information have caused the life of these societies to be linked to rapid
information circulation. Access to the information in all sectors, is a vital element, whereas
agriculture extension pose a critical dependence to updated information. Limited traditional
methods of extension impose high cost of time, low quality of the received messages, etc. which
made scientists to initiate new methods such as virtual extension (internet). The idea has a
potential ability in saving money, expenses, time and labor energy. In addition, it has reduced the
extension procedures and has also caused information enrichment with mutual reactions. Virtual
Extension consists of effective use of information, technology, international and national
communication networks, with learning methods based on computer system to ease farmers,
researches and managers to access the extension services. Virtual extension will cause super
speed information exchange and has special progress in agricultural and other science aspects.
Meanwhile, it helps farmers decide having necessary and timely information. This article tries to
show the traditional extension comparison with virtual extension and its role and importance at
the present age. The survey follows the track by suggesting certain proposals and appropriate
ways for dynamic enforcement of virtual extension.

Keyword: Virtual Extension, Information age, Agriculture
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