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Examination of philosophical insights used in shaping communication
pattern of agricultural extension

4 Gheisari, H.; Shahvali*, M. & Forouzani, M.

Abstract

Communication seems very crucial for agricultural extension to handle agricultural
development. A philosophical insightful review of communication theories was carried out to
shape communication pattern for agricultural extension. This pattern was prepared by both
library and survey research methods. The first method was used to study on communication
from the view of scientific and philosophical insights in extension and considering the
suitable school for it; the second method was used to survey the ideas and the range of
specialists' agreement with the introduced communication pattern for agricultural extension.
Target groups were faculty members, M.Sc and Ph.D students of agricultural extension in
Shiraz, Tehran, Ramin and Tarbiyat Modarres Universities. The questionnaire evaluated the
opinions and statistical tests used to analyses the answers. Questionnaires face validity
supported by specialists and its reliability achieved by Cronbach’s Alpha( «=0.76). First
stage results show that extension needs to have a specific philosophical school to enable itself
addressing appropriate philosophical basis for its communication process. Thus, constructive
school of thought and reconstructive pattern for achieving extension goals were introduced.
The results also show that the specialists' high agreement with these aspects as philosophical
communication foundations for extension.

Key words: Agricultural extension, Communication, Philosophical foundations,
Constructivism, Reconstructive
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