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Examination of Saffron Farmers' Knowledge of Scientific and Sound
Principles of Saffron's Cultivation in Torbat-e-Jam District and Investigating
Their Issues and Difficulties

S. Feli, F.Hosseini, Gh. R. Pezeshki Rad, and M. Chizari

Abstract

The purpose of this survey study is to assess saffron farmers' knowledge of
scientific and sound principles involved in saffron cultivation followed by
investigating their issues and difficulties. The research instrument was a structured
questionnaire with close-ended questions, whose validity and reliability was
confirmed. The target population of this study consisted of all saffron farmers in
Torbat-e-Jam district, Khorasan-e-Razavi province, (N=2253) out of which,
according to Cochran formula, a number of 169 farmers were selected using
statistical sampling by stratified randomization method. Finally, 152 questionnaires
were gathered and analyzed. Descriptive results of research indicate that the
average of saffron farmers' knowledge lies at "low to moderate" levels.
Furthermore, investigating major knowledge of saffron's farmers led to following
main knowing fields including; i) harvest operations, ii) primary and secondary
soil treatment, iii) proper saffron varieties and seed preparation, iv) planting
operation, v) collecting, drying, and storing processes, and vi) growing operations.
On the other hand, challenges as severe cold, brokers interference and lack of
assured pricing system for saffron marketing, lie within the main issues stated by
target farmers community.

Key Words: Knowledge, Saffron farmers, Saffron's cultivation, Issues and
Problems, Torbat-e-Jam.
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