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Extensions decentralization and its challenges in Iran

Mahdi Nazaryan' , Khodanazar Nik Kar?

Abstract

Agricultural extension organization similar to other multifunctional and
multi dimensional organizations reacted rapidly against increasing changes in
different socio-economic dimensions and at local, national and international
levels, too. Governmental extension had not been responsive to these increasing
changes and didn’t have potential flexibility to cope with these challenges.
Decentralization followed as a global selective approach to revitalize
agricultural extension productivity. However, this study tends to investigate
decentralization concepts, principals and some experiences gained at worldwide
scale. Each country adopted proportional decentralization strategies related to
their self-condition. Study reveals that the approach by itself cannot resolve
increasing problems of public extension, but creates bed and supplies for due
administration. Suitable strategies can be offered for extension decentralization
based on socio-economic, cultural, geographical, political, and ecological
characteristics. The followed trend through devolution of extension services to
private technical-engineering corporations shall face severe challenges, without
further supports and coordination with pertinent public institutions.

Key Words: Decentralization, Extension service, Technical-engineer
Corporation
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