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Agricultural Extension Activities
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Abstract

The present study is carried out with the aim of investigating local extension workers'
motivations for participating in agricultural extension activities. A descriptive—correlation survey
approach was used in this study. The study population composed of local extension workers in
Markazi province who were selected by applying random sampling technique and its size covered
161 persons. Data were analyzed by using SPSS/WIN software. The F test revealed that the
LEWs with different levels of job motivation were significantly different in the case of variables
such as age, income, social participation, interest in farming and animal husbandry backgrounds,
rural settlement period, animal husbandry experience, crop farming experience, family
landholding, and extension working experience. Further analysis through Duncan test showed
that the LEWs with low level of job motivations were significantly different with those of having
medium and high levels of job motivations in the case of social participation, family landholding
and interest in farming and animal husbandry backgrounds, while the LEWSs with high level of
job motivations reacted significantly different with those of having medium and low levels of job
motivations in the case of age, rural settlement period, crop farming experience, animal
husbandry experience and extension business experience. On the other hand, the LEWs with low
and high job motivations were significantly different with respect to their incomes. Factor
analysis identified four major factors under job motivation scale of LEWSs, namely:
environmental and job nature qualifications, importance of this profession from the viewpoints of
LEWSs, benefits of their profession, and incentives.

Keywords: Extension Worker, Agricultural Extension, Motive, Participation.
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