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Agricultural extension experts’ perceptions of participation
of Rural Islamic Councils in agricultural extension activities

Forouzan Shahrokhi, S. M. Hosseini

Abstract:

Extension organization, for playing its legal duties and provide
optimum quality services requires taking advantage of different potential
in the villages. Rural Islamic Councils, as the important feature deserving
community-oriented entity and ability to fully understand the proper
utilization of rural capabilities, can also share an eminent arm in
representation of extension programs. However, the question is raised
here is that in what fields Islamic Councils may participate in agricultural
activities. This research runs via descriptive-correlation method and aims
at answering the question. Data required for this research was collected
through the census questionnaires and 60 related agricultural extension
experts in Koohdasht city were involved. Content validity of this
questionnaire was realized by the faculty members and some experts of
the Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture. Its reliability also was confirmed
through questionnaire study guides and secured as equal to 0.94. Results
show that there is a positive and significant relationship between the
levels of education, age, history of extension activities, relations with
members of the Islamic Councils and experts’ perceptions of council's
participation level in agricultural activities. Moreover, upon the views
expressed by extension experts, the Islamic councils shall assist in the
various fields including; making proper grounds for extension sessions,
encouraging villagers to participate in extension programs, identifying
farmers' problems, introducing local elites and field leaders, and
facilitating communication in extension programs at village level deserve
highest priorities. On the other hand, their involvement in the fields of
local agricultural research interventions and encouraging people in land
consolidation and preparation schemes pose lower priorities. At the end,
some suggestions are presented to finalize the research.

Key words: Agricultural extension, Rural Islamic Councils, Participation



