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Students' Attitudes toward Agricultural Practical Courses:
A Case Study of University of Tehran

H. Gholami, Ahmadreza Pishbin*

Abstract

Society and civilians’ needs can not be met by ongoing higher agricultural education
system. One of the basic gaps in this system is lack of qualified, experiential, and practical
instructions. Since agricultural practical courses play unique roles in Iranian higher education
system, examining different aspect of it, including students' attitudes, seems very important.
The main purpose of this paper is to investigate University of Tehran agricultural students’
attitudes toward agricultural practical courses. A survey research method was used in this
study. The data were collected by questionnaire. The questionnaire was tested, and its face
validity was approved by subject matter experts and the reliability was determined by a pilot
study with Cronbach's Alpha value at 0.92. The statistical population of this study consisted
of students who had chosen the courses in 2006(n =173). Proportional stratified random
sampling method was used to select 94 students. Results show that 36.8% of the students had
positive attitudes toward the courses. More results show that difference in attitude mean
scores in relation to students' family, living location and gender is significant. Also, findings
show this difference in relation to students’ living location and prior experience in agriculture
IS not significant. There was no significant correlation between students’ attitudes toward
agricultural practical courses and variables such as age, number of courses they passed in
university, GPA in university, diploma GPA, and interest in their major of study.

Key worlds: Agricultural practical courses, Attitude, Higher agricultural education, Practical
education
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