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Sustainability of extension and advisory services, a necessity for achieving sustainable
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Abstract:

In a general concept, an agriculture system is sustainable when it’s needed inputs
be available, accessible and sustainable in environment to which, agriculture is
dependent and the system shall be continuous with minimum intervention of external
factors and adaptable with internal factors. If the final goal of academic researches
could reach to real effectiveness on use of resources for sustainable agricultural and
rural development, then this need to recognize and adapt to new methods of diffusion
of information. Today, if public and private extension systems are to attempt to
identify such technologies, then consideration of the contract techniques with
principles of sustainable development is unavoidable supported by strategies to cope
with the challenges. The main challenges faced by extension and research services in
developing countries, are to encourage farmers to increase their farm productivity and
sustainability of natural resource. Unfortunately, ongoing projects or programs have
not adequately been successful in their output and especially in diffusion of related
information. Hence, further involvement of the countries into participatory sustainable
extension and advisory approach is highly crucial in agriculture sector. This challenge
focuses on sustainability of extension systems. Part of this worry, is because of
disappointment to sustainability of public support from extension system and also due
to high expense of extension services. Therefore, the challenge we face has dual
dimensions: 1) promoting sustainable agricultural development and, ii) improving
sustainable extension system. If extension is to move successfully from a concern with
production to a concern with the sustainability of farming systems, it will need to
change the way it is perceived, organized and practiced. In particular, recent project
experience suggests that changes may be needed in: extension methods and
approaches, organizational structures, content of extension advice, approaches to
program targeting, training of extension workers, attitudes towards farmers' existing
knowledge and practices. Above all, where sustainability becomes a priority, more
decisions about land and resource use must be made not just by individual farmers, but
at community level that needs to group change and naturally different strategies. In
different situations, extensionists had found that sustainability of extension need to
change in existing thinking of extension. Group working, farmer to farmer extension,
collaboration with NGOs and decentralization for effectiveness of change elements in
field-oriented activities and finally, determination of indicators for assessment of
impacts of these activities on sustainability of extension as well as agriculture are
needed. This article, not only discusses on new thinking, but also elaborates the
necessity for mutation and real changes in extension activities toward reaching
sustainability of agricultural extension.

Key words: Sustainability, Agriculture, Sustainable extension and Advisory service.
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