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Abstract

Agricultural extension and education students and graduates need a set of
competencies and skills on their own specialization field. The type, extent, and
specificity of the competencies vary according to particular social, cultural and
economic conditions of each country. Agricultural curricula must focus more on active
and competency-based processes that can tap students’ abilities to think and solve
problems relevant to their present and future jobs and to meet real needs of the society.
Quantitative data collection was done with the help of two different questionnaires and
the qualitative data were gathered by two semi-structured interviews from both the
employers and faculty members in three extension education departments at Bu Ali
Sina, Tehran, and Shiraz Universities of Iran. Both descriptive and inferential methods
were employed in order to analyze the quantitative data. Both content analysis and
triangulation methods have been employed for analyzing interviews which was formerly
structured according to empirical experiences and literature review. The study samples
included: 1) 120 undergraduate students majoring in agricultural extension and
education in three selected departments, 2) 94 bachelor graduates of agricultural
extension education from the aforesaid departments since 2004 -2006, 3) 30 employers
containing supervisors and heads of extension and education administrative were
selected based on criterion type of purposeful sampling in 3 provinces of Iran, and 4) 17
faculty members of agricultural extension and education, including heads of the three
departments were purposefully selected for face-to-face interviews. Results show that a
set of practical skills on agriculture, extension-education, information and
communication, entrepreneurship and internship, management and leadership, and the
ability to use computers and internet facilities should be learned by the agricultural
extension and education undergraduates.

Keywords : Competencies, Agricultural extension and education, students and
graduates, Labor market, Employment
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