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Investigating factors affecting
pistachio farmers’ adoption of
new technologies and
innovations in Southern
Khorasan province

A. Dadras Moghaddam

Abstract

This research is to explore the effective
factors involved in technologies and new
innovations adoption by pistachio farmers in
Southern Khorasan province. It uses an
applied method through descriptive-
correlation and causal-comparative
manners. Statistical population of this
research composed of 8253 pistachio
farmers. Findings disclosed that annual
income gained from pistachio selling is much
more than other businesses they run.
Farmers possessed majority of lands and
water resources and with yield of 2.6 tons
per year. Also, following factors had positive
and significant relationships with adoption
of new technologies and innovations:
background characteristics of pistachio
farming, background characteristics of
farming practices, role of fencing operation,
extent of ownership of water, yield per ha,
extension education impacts, and subsidies
grant.  Meanwhile, factors including
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education level, gender, residential place,
age, etc had not positive and significant
relationships. Results show significant
relationships existed between new
technologies and economic benefits of
pistachio marketing, as well as between
technology adoption and attendance in
training sessions. Variables of pistachio
farming background, vyield per ha, and
fencing operation represented 89% of
variances in dependent variable linked to
technology adoption. The research came up
with following suggestions: Dissemination of
proper and new training packages to
encourage wider farmers participation,
Mobilizing cooperatives for procuring and
leasing required machinery  to target
farmers, giving due importance to farmers'
experience and expectations through
rendering modern know-how to meet their
field requirements.

Key words; Pistachio farmers, New
technology, Adoption, Southern Khorasan
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