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Investigation of Extension Problemes Concerning Interaction with the AKIS Actors as
perceived by Agricultural Extension Experts

M. noorit, H. Sadighi* & H. Shabanali Fami®

Abstract

This study investigates extension problemes concerning interaction with actors involved in
the AKIS as perceived by agricultural extension experts. This was a survey research that utilized
both qualitative and quantitative methods. The population of the study consisted of all
agricultural extension experts in Iran. Purposive sampling was done and 90 experts consisting of
agricultural extension faculty members, MOJA general directors, and Ph.D. Students were
selected. Data were collected via questionnaires followed by articulating problemes geared to
extension interaction with six other actores in Agricultural Knowledge and Information System
(AKIS) namely research, education, farmeres, policy meakers, private sector, and farmer
organizations. The content validity of questionnaires was confirmed by a panel of experts, and a
pilot study was conducted which indicated that the scales uesd in the study have acceptable
level (0.95) of reliability. The findings reveal extension problemes shall mainly be categorised
as fallow: intraction with policy meakers, researchers, farmers, education, farmer organizations,
and private sector, respectivly. Similarly findinges also identified major problems challenging
extension interaction with other actors in this study which consist: no commitment sign posed
by public officials towards solution of extension workers’ problems, no tendency displayed by
researchers and extension workers and farmers for partnership with each others, ministerial
bureaucracy for setting up farmer organizations and unexperienced private sector in handling of
extension service. Moreover, no significant difference came up between perceptions expressed
by agricultural extension faculty members, general directors, and Ph.D. Students.

Key words: Extension problemes, Agricultural Knowledge and Information System (AKIS),
Interact, Actores, Agricultural Extension Experts
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