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Self-employment in Students of Agricultural Higher Techno-
Vocational Centers in Tehran Province: Incentives and Barriers

Abstract

This study identifies incentives and barriers to self-employment among students of
agricultural higher techno-vocational centers. The intention-based approach in entrepreneurship
was used to conduct the study as the analysis focused on the decision stage, i.e. the intention and
nascent entrepreneurs who wished to become self-employed. The statistical population of study
consisted of 286 last-year undergraduate students in academic year 2008-2009 from agricultural
higher techno-vocational education centers in Tehran province, including Damavand, Shahryar,
and Pakdasht districts. 90 students determined as sample size using proportional random
sampling method. The findings of factor analysis indicate the incentives to self-employment
among students include psychological and financial-job motivations that accounted for 43.6% of
this variance. Moreover, lack of fund and skill, lack of individual / social confidence, and
instability of society conditions accounted for 60.4% of the foregoing variance, too.

Key words: Unemployment; Entrepreneurship; Entrepreneurial intention; Incentives and barriers
to self-employment.
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