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Sustainable Agriculture Policies: Need Assessment

“Case of Hamedan Province”

Abstract

In agriculture sector, policy reflects the process of directing existing and new
strategies, policies, procedures and projects on getting to the sustainable agriculture.
So, policies are guidance and control instrument for achieving macro and medial aims
in agriculture. The purpose of this study is to assess the need for policies for
sustainable agriculture development in Hamedan province. Recognizing, formulating,
and ranking of needs to appropriate policies were another objective of the study. This
study is a descriptive survey research. The statistical population of the study included
academicians, researchers and experts involved in related agriculture organizations of
Hamedan. All statistical population were selected and studied. Data collection was
accomplished by using interview method and a questionnaire which was validated by a
panel of experts whose reliability was confirmed through pre-test of data collecting
instrument and Cronbach alpha. Its value was found to be 0.92 which is acceptable.
The descriptive analysis show that from the "economic aspect", policy of
"improvement of productivity" with 0.174 coefficient of variance, and from the
"environmental aspect", policy of "integrated management of soil nutrition and natural
resource" with 0.152 coefficient of variance, and from the "social aspect", policy of
"developing and directing of extension activities for improvement of farmer
knowledge of sustainable agriculture" with 0.172 coefficient of variance, stand in the
first rank of policy requirements. The results of Kruskal Walis test in the inferential
analysis section show that academicians, researchers and experts pose agreement on
the 85% of policy options. The result of factor analysis recognized four main factors
including environmental, economic-production, social and, institutional and supportive
policies with 60.414% explained variance. The findings of study could be used by
national and provincial agricultural development planners and policy makers in the
process of decision making regarding integrating into policies. Also they could be
shared by agricultural organizations and institutions as well as interested individuals,
researchers and practitioners.

Key words: Sustainable Development, Sustainable Agriculture, Need assessment,
Sustainable Policies, Policies Formulation.
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