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Farmers and Agricultural Water Management styles:
The Case of Fars Province

M. Sharifzadeh', A. A. Kamgar-Haghighi?, M. Ahmadvand *, A. Roudari* and Z. Amiri’

Abstract
The aim of this research is to find and assess farmers’ tendencies to and attitudes of

agricultural water management styles (AWMSSs). Therefore, a survey method with a simple
random sampling was used to select 244 farmers in villages of Doroudzan, Iran. The data
were acquired by questionnaires filled out in face-to-face interviews. The reliability of
questionnaire was tested in a village outside the study area. The questionnaire was improved
based on the pilot study results. A panel of experts confirmed the face validity of the
questionnaire. Results indicated that farmers had high utilitarian beliefs regarding agricultural
water resources. Also, the majority of farmers had positive attitudes toward and perceptions
of participatory water management. Cluster analysis was used to construct a typology of
farmers regarding water management styles in Doroudzan villages. Clusters were profiled in
terms of age, education, family size, utilitarian beliefs, and water distribution styles using
cluster analysis. Three groups of farmers i.e. risk prone, traditional and co-owner farmers

were identified through cluster analysis.

Keywords: Management, Participation style, Water distribution, Agriculture, Fars.
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