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Y 1gnorance

12 Aggregate

13 Evidential Reasoning Algorithm
1 Evidence Combination Rule of Dempster & Shafer
> Intelligent Decision System (IDS)
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-------- consensus building ----

sustainable animal husbandry
= organizational sustainability
: -=] cost sharing with customers
£| reducing corruption

=) imncreasing employement

=) decreasing migration
=] products” export improvement
=) imcome generation
=] independency to pastures
=) animal manures" management
proper communication media

L..zm) attractive communication
- focus on real customers
.= rural youth
=) rural poor
Leoz=) rural women
= suitable M&E
.= participatory M&E
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= approporiate development programs
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=) two- way interactive commumnication
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Adoption of optimal communication strategies for sustainable animal
farming: A case study of Kohgilooyeh County

M. Shahvali, and M. Nouripour

Abstract

Agricultural extension, as a communication process, deserves a general
aspect which is common within the available definitions. Accordingly, adoption
of due communicative strategies and application of effective mass media on
other hand greatly assist realizing the goal. To this end, this study focuses on
"Information™, "Persuasion”, "Dialogue™, and "Consent building" as main
communication strategies for ensuring sustainable animal farming (SAF). Also,
SAF criteria were considered in different aspects (e.g., organizational
sustainability, appropriate development programs, using proper media, focus on
real customers and suitable monitoring, and evaluation system). Field data of the
study were collected from rural areas of Kohgilooyeh County. Evidential
Reasoning (ER), based on a Multiple Attribute Decision Making technique, was
used to determine the most appropriate communication strategies for SAF
establishment. Results indicated that dialogue is the best strategy for SAF. Also
it was revealed that the best communication strategy is varied based on
sustainability aspects and attributes. More descriptions on these findings are
presented in the body of paper.

Keywords: Communication Strategies, Sustainable Animal Farming, Multiple
Attribute Decision Making, Evidential Reasoning, Kohgilooyeh County
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