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Investigation of status of educational/communication skills in higher agricultural
education: A case of Shiraz University

Dr. M. Nouripour,  Dr. Gh. Zamani
Abstract

ew technologies are the most important factors in agricultural development process.

Therefore, higher education institutions, as the main source of introducing these
technologies, play major role in this process. However, there is one more important aspect
that a senior agricultural student or graduate, can do his/her job successfully when he/she
has educational/ communication skills besides technical competencies. Thus, investigation
of these skills and competencies is regarded as the main objective of this research. Among
senior students of 10 agricultural disciplines of Shiraz University, 350 were selected as
research sample by using stratified random sampling method. Furthermore, survey research
method and questionnaire technique were used in this study. The results of this study show
that respondents' experiences in education and learning are really limited. Niether the
agricultural education curricula nor the respondents signify the educational/
communication skills. With regard to respondents' opinion, the importance of theoretical,
practical and communicative skills in agricultural education increases gradually, while
college courses stresses on less important thing that is theoretical bases. The statistical
means for respondents’ awareness of certain concepts such as "non-formal/ adult
education”, "educational/ communication skills" and "instructional techniques™ were from
"medium to low" ranges. In "Agricultural Extension and Education”, respondents gain
maximum and "food science students” gain minimum scores, while the difference between
their scores and other respondents' scores is statistically significant. The results of this
study show that it is necessary to pay more attention to courses such as "agricultural
extension and education™, "instructional techniques”, "communication skills", "educational
psychology" or other related courses in the curricula of higher agricultural education
system especially in B.Sc. level.

Key words: Higher agricultural education, educational / communication skills, Shiraz
University



