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AN ALTERNATIVE PHILOSOPHICAL INSIGHT FOR
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION AND DEVELOPMENT (AED)

Abstract

The aim of philosophy is to consider rational illustrations and humanistic values to
judge about the nature of realities. Any kind of human activity has its own philosophy.
Thus, the agricultural extension and development (AED) follows this rule, too. This
study employed analytical research method and the investigation of second- hand data
to describe the meaning of philosophy, major schools of philosophy in Extension and
Development, the gradual change of philosophical insights of AED during past times,
and finally, to explain an alternative philosophical insight for AED. Findings show that
major schools of philosophy are Idealism, Realism and Pragmatism. During past times,
gradual change of AED has been from Idealism to Realism and Pragmatism.
Nowadays, it is very essential to maintain a close and mutual relationship between
development agents and clients. While agricultural development activities are still
based on traditional positivist- objectivist approach and it doesn't pay enough attention
to poor and small scale farmers. So, there is a real need for introducing an alternative
philosophical insight for AED. This new insight consists of three main aspects: From
ontological view, poor and small scale farmers' realities are diverse, complex and
subjective; from epistemological view, it is necessary to maintain a close, continual
and mutual relation between development agents and stakeholders. Furthermore, it is
preferred that development agents are local residents, and finally, from methodological
view, dialogical logic and hermeneutic method of analysis is recommended with
regard to triangulation rule.

Keywords: Philosophy, Schools of Philosophy, Philosophy of Agricultural Extension



