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B Goal: sustainable horticulture
organizational sustainability
cost- sharing with customers

2 delegating responsibilities to customers or ....

—8 Provide opportunities for customers to take part ....

Coordination/ cooperation among ....

—= Shared digital terminals

—8 central monitoring system development

reducing corruption among staff

8 Increasing Customers’ awareness about....

—= automation of administrative activities

—= establishment of feedback system

approporiate developemnt programs

Provision of recreational opportunities

= performing local cultural- artistic programs

—& cultural- artistic programs exchange among regions

Employment improvement

—& introducing job opportunities

2 development of non- agricultural jobs ....
development of non- agricultural jobs ...
development of technical- vocational courses

& prevalence of perma- culture

—& Public awareness programs on environmental ...

A& planning and implementing of conservative programs ....

@ direct marketting

& Mutual communication between farmers ...

8 local horticultural products exhibitions for ....

—m Improvement of post- harvest activities

@ Mutual communication between farmersand ....

—m extension of small/ home scale food processing ...

= Rangeland degradation prevention

—& sustainable policy making and planning

—8 introducing the consequences of rangeland ...

On-time application of pesticides

Educating farmers on the necessity of proper ...

M




L= public announcement of the time of spraying
IPM
8 Extension and implementation of IPM
—= introducing key IPM informants
proper communicatio media
Two- way and interactive communication
= Using direct/ face to face communication methods
& flexibility of communication
L= provide opportunities for negotiation
attractive of communication
& entertaining ability
a8 provide opportunities for building mutual relationships
—m wsing local language and symbols in communication ...
& focus on real costomers
—= More Focus on rural poor
8 Rural poor- oriented new technologies development
= rural poor motivation for participation
& organizing rural poor in vocational associations ....
& More focus on rural youth
& Organizing rural youth in cultural- artistic ...
—8 prowviding facilities for rural youth to exchange ...

More focus on rural women
Development of women- oriented extension ...

organizing rural women in vocational associations ...
suitable M&E system
Participative and people- oriented M&E
Evaluation of development programs based on ...
developing evaluation criteria using customers’ ...
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Evaluation of rural sustainability criteria using Hierarchical Analysis

Technique (HAT): The case of Dena County
M. Shahvali and M. Nouripour,

Abstract

Nowadays, rural sustainability (RS) is one of the main issues of sustainable
development programs in developing countries including Iran. Of course not only it is
useful to know RS criteria, but it is also more important to evaluate and prioritize
these criteria. Thus, based on a holistic view, this study is carried out to categorize RS
criteria in more details than current literature and then to prioritize the supposed
criteria using Analytic Hierarchy Process Technique (AHP). Also, to consider local
aspects, a district named Dena was selected as study area. At first, RS criteria
obtained via analytic research method and followed by reviewing secondary data.
They were categorized in five aspects: sender, messages, media, receiver and
evaluation- feedback system. Then a Delphi study attending five subject matter
specialists was conducted to identify strategies related to each of the above aspects.
After that, a survey research carried out in the study area to prioritize RS criteria
primarily. Finally, HAT was used to identify total priority of the selected criteria. The
results show that reducing corruption and central observance/control are the main
criteria for organizational sustainability. Also increase in youth employment should
be considered as the main social sustainability criteria. About environmental
sustainability, proper time of spraying and integrated management of plants' pests and
diseases are more important. Analysis of the results also shows that other RS aspects
i.e. using proper communicational media, selecting real customers and effective
evaluation- feedback system are generally poor in the study area and should also be
considered seriously in RS programs of the study area. Based on the above mentioned
results, it seems that a real refocusing of the programs such as research and extension
activities should be followed in the study area especially in the context of the RS
aspects and criteria.

Keywords: Sustainable Rural Development, Hierarchical Analysis Technique,
Communication, Dena County



