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Effectiveness of Group-based Methods Used in Farmers' Training
A Case of Golestan Province
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to assess effectiveness of group- based training methods used in
trainings of irrigated wheat growers in Golestan province. The survey and correlation methods
are used in this study supported by questionnaire to collect data. The population consisted of all
extension workers who participated in training activities of irrigated wheat growers in Golestan
province. By census method, 91 extension workers were selected. The data collected from this
procedure was analyzed using SPSS. Establishment of validity was realized by view points of
agricultural extension and agronomy specialists. Reliability was also conducted by a pilot test on
research sample and on variables such as extension workers’ frequent use of group teaching
methods and effectiveness of group teaching methods was determined 0.90 and 0.92,
respectively. The descriptive and inferential methods such as frequency, mean, Mann Whitney U,
Spearman and Cramer's V, also were used. The findings of this study indicates that there is a
significant correlation between extension workers' age (p=0.5) and extension workers' experience
(p=0.01), and their assessment of effectiveness of group-based training methods. This study has
also recommended using active group-based training methods that extension workers and farmers
communicate together. Moreover, practical and observational methods in training activities of
irrigated wheat growers and an analysis of training needs of extension workers in teaching
methods were also proposed.

Key words: Effectiveness, group-based training Method, Extension workers, Agricultural
Extension, Golestan Province
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