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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study impacts of personal and psychological characteristics
on entrepreneurship morale of students of Agricultural College in Gorgan University of
Agricultural Science and Natural Resources. The methodological approach was a descriptive-
correlational survey type. The target population of the study consisted of all (N=220) fourth year
B.Sc. students (males and females). Using systematic classified random sampling method, 142
students were chosen from nine departments including Agronomy, Soil Science, Food Science,
Horticulture Science, Water Engineering, Plant Protection, Agricultural Machinery, Animal
Science, and Agricultural Economics. Data were collected through a standard questionnaire to
measure personal characteristics of entrepreneurs. The reliability analysis was conducted and
Cronbach 's alpha values for different parts of questionnaire such as balanced risk acceptance,
internal focus of control, need for achievement, healthy thinking, operationalism, ambiguity
tolerance, utopism, and challenge-seeking were 0.85, 0.86, 0.88, 0.85, 0.76, 0.74, 0.62, and 0.71,
respectively. Data were analyzed using SPSS. The results show that entrepreneurial
characteristics such as balanced risk acceptance, internal focus of control, need for achievement,
healthy thinking, operationalism, utopism and challenge-seeking in majority of respondents were
weak and very weak, but ambiguity tolerance was strong. Also, there were significant differences
between two groups of students (males and females) regarding entrepreneurial characteristics
such as balanced risk acceptance and healthy thinking.

Key words: Entrepreneurial morale ; Students; Internal focus of control; healthy thinking;
achievement need; Balanced risk acceptance; Operationalism; Utopism;
Ambiguity tolerance, Challenge-seeking.



