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Analyzing agricultural experts' perspectives of certain
characteristics of farming systems
A Case of Golestan Province
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! Assistant professor and Faculty member of Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and

?Research staff and academic member of Agricultural and natural resources, research center of
Golestan Province

Abstract

This research is aimed at recognizing agricultural experts' perspectives of some
characteristics of farming systems in Golestan Province. The foregoing aspects include
intensity of mechanization, savings potential, investment, poverty, land use change,
vulnerability to policy of economic adjustment, interaction with government institutions, and
technical knowledge of farming system beneficiaries. The methodology of the approach was a
descriptive survey type. The target population included all agricultural experts of extension
service centers in Golestan province including 40 individuals who were selected using
random sampling method. Data were collected through a questionnaire and were analyzed
using SPSS/WIN. According to views expressed by majority of agricultural experts, technical
knowledge, farming skills, and interaction of beneficiaries of cooperative systems with
governmental and executive institutions of agricultural sector were more desirable than the
other farming systems. Also majority of agricultural experts believed that intensity of
mechanization, saving ability of agricultural incomes and land use change in great
commercial farming systems were more than those of other farming systems. Also majority of
them assessed amount of poverty in joint systems more than the other farming systems. This
study recommended adopting a policy for true pricing of agricultural inputs and to bring about
suitable beds such as non-price supports, especially credit, institutional, educational,
insurance and income in participation with peasants aiming at tailoring them to future changes
in national and global economic settings.

Key words: Agricultural experts, Farming system, Characteristics, Golestan province
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