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Identification and analysis of the extension service impacts on social

empowerment of rural/farmer women in Lenjan, Esfahan province

F. Karami, A. Karimi and M. Mokhtarnia

Abstract

Continued poverty and gender discrimination against women which are
generated due to various historical and cultural obstacles and limitations in
their socio-economic progression made development of diverse approaches
and remedies towards their empowerment in the fields of development and
geder. This study aims at identification of extension service impacts on social
empowerment of rural women in Lenjan district, Esfahan province. The
statistical population consists of female paddy farmers in the district (539) of
whom, 87 women were selected based on Cockran formula. To increase
measurement accuracy, number of selected women increased to 100, and
finally 93 questionnaires were gathered. The instrument for data collection
was a questionnaire whose validity was confirmed by a panel of agricultural
faculty members at Tehran University. The reliability also was checked by
Cronbach’s alpha coefticient at 0=0.75-0.95. Collected data were analyzed
by SPSS and the findings realized that a positive and significant relationship
exists between appropriate extension service approaches and rural women
empowerment. Also, factor analysis method was applied for indentification of
the key approaches in extension service rendering to rural farmer women.
Variables are grouped under 3 categories i.e. supporting and tapping women
organizations/groups, application of prcesses, approaches, and participatory
methods, and holding training session and mobile extension services. They all
estimated and represented for 55% of variances of optimal approaches in
extension service rendering to rural women.
Key words : Rural women, Empowerment, Approches for service

rendering, Agricultural extension
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