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Abstract:

Women are known as the first group of farmers. They constitute one third of agricultural
active forces in developing countries. They are potential resources for mutation and development
of rural economy and products, but they are two third of world's illiterates having less than one
percent of world's assets. In this article, which is conducted by archival research, consequences of
development programs on rural women are explained. Results show that development programs
have different impacts on women'’s life. In some cases like increased effective power of women
in family and decreased range of their fertility, their impacts have been evaluated as positive
impact. Sometimes this impact is U shape: for example, increase in gender inequity in primitive
and secondary education at first and decrease of them during the time (reverse u), or decrease of
participation in productive activities at first and increase range of it during the time (u shape). But
most of the time, development programs have negative impact on women like decline in
availability of productive resources, expectancy to life, life quality and increase of poverty,
liability, welfare's problems, and marginalization. However, these programs had been ineffective
in access to extension services, technology and assets. On the other hand, impacts of
development on women depends on variable's type, home economic condition, area of study,
dominant relationships of society, researcher's viewpoints and other different approaches. Thus,
we can say that development process needs exact and comprehensive planning and all active
forces of the country and especially rural women must contribute to this planning process. Some
recommendations are presented to make propitious situation, more gaining of development
endowments for women and increase of development positive impacts on rural women at the end
of the article.

Key words: Rural women, Development, Inequity, Education, Engagement
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