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Challenges and solutions for management of rural and local communities of

Iran
Hanieh Davodi, Tahmasb Maghsoudi and Hossein Shabanali Fami

Abstract

Investigations of rural management experiences in Iran during the past years
show that due attention needs to be still paid to rural community. The experiences
gained in rural management of Iran during the past years show that rural areas
suffer lack of a strong management body, which resulted in village’s discharge,
migration, increase of the severity of problems in large cities such as Tehran as
well as lack of access to a comprehensive sustainable development in the country.
It is because the experts believe that development should be started from rural
areas if it is going to be continous and sustainable. Given the importance of the
issue, improving people participation in rural development is essential to improve
the indicators such as facilitation, sustainability, capacity-building and
empowering local communities in rural management. In fact, with reards to
achieve this objective, institutionalization of local management bodies such as
villages’ councils and Dehyaries in order to meet sustainable rural development
and using capacities of local communities should be taken into account. The
purpose of this review paper is to investigate the government's role in the new
development paradigm, comparative analysis of the conditions in other countries
with rerads to local community’s manaement and related drawbacks in Iran for
dvelopment in a conceptual framework of strengthening local management bodies.
Establishing and strengthening local rural networks cannot be carried out with the
pressure of law but it needs necessary grounds such as capacity building,
involvement, coalition, and cooperation. Therefore, the landscape of local
development is multidimensional, which consists of key dimensions including
economic, technological, geographic, infrastructual, cultural, and institutional
factors. Local identity is a basis for local management, which in turn is the main
tool for sustainable development in rural areas. In fact, local identity is asumed the
main basis for localization and local community administration as a form of "local
management”, within which there are terms like decentralization, autonomy, local
participation, local legitimacy, and local development. In the field of technical and
managerial ability of local government, the legitimacy of political decision making,
access to resources, and legal framework is main pre-condition to achieve local
management.
Keywords: Rural development, Rural management, Local communities, Village
councils, Dehyary.
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