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Prioritizing effective factors on success of Agricultural Extension Unit in Ahwaz
city

Abstract

In the current world, political, economic, social, and technological changes in organizations
deserve similar effects on agricultural extension service in Ahwaz, too. In such environment,
organizations can continue their activities efficiently to organize their structure and their services
to suit with changes. Since one of the most important human challenges is how to improve
educational activities, then agricultural extension displays an important role as a form of non-
formal education and as one of the most important element in agricultural development. Notably,
farmers are significant part of the population in developing countries. As a result, their education
has crucial benefits and economic impact. Certainly, investigation of success of extension unit
would help further development of human capitals as a core of agricultural activities and provides
enabling ground for improving these capitals. With attention to study on performance of
extension organization in developing countries especially in Iran, extension experts and
administrators have accounted some factors as “extension successful factors”. The purpose of this
study is priority-setting of effective factors on success of agricultural extension unit in Ahwaz
city favoring agricultural development. This study enjoys a survey type method and for collecting
data a questionnaire was used which was based on method of paired comparisons. Statistical
population of research was 16 experts of Agricultural Extension Unit. Analytical Hierarchy
Process (AHP) and priority—setting of factors affecting success of services were applied.
Research findings showed that in order of importance, "performance of current policies and
laws", "attention to extension programs" and "the importance of Extension Unit in the
Agriculture Organization Office of Ahwaz", respectively, were recognized as the most effective
factors affecting success of extension services.

Keywords: Success, Extension unit, Agricultural Education, Agricultural Development,
Analytical Hierarchy Process.



