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I dentification of Problems and Factors I nhibiting Agricultural Extension
Education Activities from the Perception of Agricultural Extension
Specialists and Extension Agentsin Qom Province

S.Souri, H.Sadighi, and G. Pezeshkirad

Abstract

Agricultural extension in Iran with about 60 years experience still has some problems,
obstacles and limitations. according to researchers during these years, services to farmers
have not been successful and satisfactory. With respect to the existing problems and
limitations, a thorough identification and study of these issues in order to improve the existing
situation is necessary as well as inevitable. Therefore, this study aimed to identification and
priority setting of the problems and limitations in Extension Education Activities from the
viewpoint of Agricultural extension Specialists and Extension Agents in Qom Province. A
survey research was conducted using a questionnaire. Questionnaire validity was confirmed
by experts panel and the reliability of it has been approved through Cronbach’s apha
coefficient test 0.92. Information was obtained from 67 agriculture extension specialists and
extension agents. Using the census method. Research results show that the most important
problems and limitations in extension education activities in order of priority are the
following: Problems related to human resources development (A mismatch between
curriculum in agricultural colleges and the real requirements of the present time, lack of
knowledge of foreign languages and lack of foreign books and magazines), operational
problems in agricultural extension (Lack of a proper evaluation system for extensional
activities and insufficient budget), the problems related to promoting research and its
application to agricultural extension (Lack of concordance between the executive and research
ingtitutions, the structural weakness of research institutions and lack of conformity between
researches and the farmers real needs and their everyday problems), administrative problems
(Legal discrimination concerning extension workers as compared with other staff and the lack
of transfer of authorities to extension staff), social problems (Immigration of educated youth
in rural areas to cities and illiteracy among farmers and their inconsistency regarding age),
human resource management problems (Low motivation of agricultural extension personnel
and the lack of mobility in the organization) and finally physical problems (Scattering and
Small farm lands and also rapid changes in agriculture).

Key words. Problems and Limitations, Extension Education Activities, Extension
Specialists, Extension Agents.
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