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Abstract

The ICT is assumed as one of the important foundation for global development.
Hence, the agricultural industries are highly connected with information exchange between
and within the farmers and many other stakeholders concerned. From managerial point of
view, the headquarter managers at the Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture play main roles in
decision-making, decision-taking, planning, and managing of the agricultural sector, so using
ICT in catching the updated information from relevant sectors, and increasing their know -
how in line with the latest scientific progress is crucially necessary. Therefore, ICT can make
significant impacts on improvement of this system. Given the importance of this subject, the
present study is to explore the effective factors on application of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) by the managers of headquarters at the Ministry. This is an
applied, descriptive, and cross-sectional type of research. Here, sampling frame was the
managers of the headquarters at Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture, whose data was collected
through questionnaire completion in 2009. The results of this investigation show that the
mean time daily spent on ICT by the managers was 235 minutes in 2009, i.e., approximately 4
hours per day. Variables of age and education level were significantly effective on the level
of ICT usage at 1%, i.e., the younger managers use ICT more than others. Having enough free
time and the awareness of the benefits and the manners of ICT for managers did not cause
wider use of ICT. In using the ICT, the difference between mid and central managers was also
significant. According to the study's results, current use of ICT among 53% of the managers
at higher and highest levels and on average 4 hours per day reveals the optimal level of ICT
utilization at this level.

Key words: Headquarters, Information and Communication Technology-ICT, Managers,
Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture.
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