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Investigating Effectiveness of Farmer Field School Approach in
IPM development in Khuzestan wheat farmers

1. Mahdi Nazarian', Abdul Azim Ajili, Kurosh Rezaei Moghaddam

Abstract

In response to excessive use of chemical pesticides, Integrated Pest Management
implemented in participation with farmers and in order to better conserve and manage agro
crops under Farmers Field School approach. The purpose of this study is to investigate the
effectiveness by focusing on whether participation in the program has improved knowledge,
attitude and, behaviors among farmers compared to their neighbors who may have gained
knowledge from graduates through informal communications. The study utilizes
questionnaire for data collection. In this study 3 districts were selected out of 12 where FFS
implemented and a sample of 213 people, composed of 72 participants, 71 non participants,
and 70 individuals as control group with proportional stratified method was adopted.
Reliability of variables including compliance of FFS, IPM, social participation, knowledge,
attitude, and behaviors are 0.860, 0.772, 0.862, 0.872, and 0.821, respectively. Results show
effectiveness of FFS/IPM in promoting knowledge, attitude, and behaviors on IPM in
participant and effectiveness in its dissemination to non-participant. Results indicate that
farmer's knowledge, significantly related to compliance of participant and numbers of
sessions they participated. Finally, FFS was found an effective approach in development of
IPM approach for farmers in the 3 districts of Ahwaz, Ramshir and Ramhormoz.

Key Word: Farmers Field School (FFS), Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Effectiveness,
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