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Assessing vegetable farmers' knowledge, attitude, and cautionary behavior in
the using of pesticides in Shush

Mahdi Nazarian, Abdul Azim Ajili, Kurosh Rezaei Moghaddam

Abstract

Since the beginning of Green Revolution up to now, developing countries increasingly apply
chemical pesticides in improving their farming yield. Increasingly, use of these hazardous
compounds has caused many negative impacts in agriculture and environment such as increased
production costs, pest resistance to pesticides, loss of natural enemies of pests, diseases
generation dangerous to human, etc. This study purposes to consider knowledge, attitude and
behavior of vegetable farmers to work cautiously in the application of pesticides. The statistical
research community was farmers in Shush district that a random sample of 100 people from 370
was selected. The study employs questionnaire with proper validity and reliability for data
collection. Results show there is no significant difference between two groups of men and
women on the variables i.e. awareness of pesticide dangers, attitude toward pesticide and
cautionary behaviors on pesticides application. Also, there are significant relationships between
land area, access to information and communication channels as well as amount of income from

planting vegetables and knowledge of pesticide dangers.

Keywords: Knowledge; Attitude; Cautionary behaviors; Vegetable farmers; Pesticide; Shush
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