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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess ten- years of researches to determine both common
research themes and frequent research methods and types used in the area of agricultural
extension and education. Content analyzed in this study were 94 abstract theses available
online or accessed personally from 1997 through 2006. Twenty-four research theme areas
were identified. Of them 15 themes were on agricultural extension, 6 themes about
agricultural education and 3 themes about rural development. Results showed that the most
frequent theses were done in Fars and Tehran Provinces. Quantitative research methods were
the most common (87%), but qualitative and mixed methods were rarely used. The most
frequent research types were survey methods (40.2%). The most frequent data analysis
methods for quantitative data were correlation, regression, and non-parametric tests
respectively. Content analysis was also used the most for analyzing qualitative data.
Researchers must diversify their methodological research types to go beyond qualitative or
mixed methods.

)¢



