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Abstract

Nowadays, rural tourism is accounted for introducing a new strategy for
sustainable development and one of the main components encouraging
economic dimensions. Extension of rural tourism shall contribute to local people
empowerment and to new job opportunities in relation to other economic
sectors. Rural tourism is applied as as an impetus to this main role supported by
agricultural extension system. This review study is to introduce the nature and
definition of rural tourism, its backgrounds, purposes, benefits and advantages,
and to analysze agricultural extension role toward development of rural tourism.
It seems development of rural tourism locations, components involved in
attracting such tourism in integration with rural environment, attention to
upscaling perception and adoption of local people which regarded as
backgrounds of rural tourism index. Also, consequences of creating and
developing rural tourism are linked to three dimensions of economic, socio-
cultural, and environment. In such case, agricultural extension service has
critically affected in shaping indigenous culture to boost perception of rural
tourism and in encouraging the participation incentives of local peasants in
the forms of socio-rural system and networks.

Key words: Rural tourism, Rural development, Sustainable development,
Agricultural extension
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