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Investigating Impacts of extension strategies and Psychological-Economic Factors on

Rural Women’s Economic Participation: A Case Study in Hamedan district

Homa Sorushmehr' Hamed Rafiee’
Abstract:

In all societies, rural women play important roles for achieving development goals and
in fact, they constitute half of labor force in development path of rural area. In this study,
Logit quality function was employed to investigate psychological-economic factors' impacts
on economic participation of rural women. Needed data has been gathered using surveying
method in 2009 with Cochran formula along with proportional stratified random sampling
method. Also, variables including women’s level of education, husband level of education,
self-confidence, amount of savings, self-efficiency, feeling of power, gender attitude, and
access to extension services have positive and significant relationship with their economic
participation. Access to extension services has most elasticity and equal to 0.401. That is, if
this variable increases one percent, probability of improving economic participation
increases by 0.401 percentages. Also, according to marginal effect, by increasing one hour
in access to extension services, economic participation increases by 0.097 units. Other
variables’ impacts are investigated accordingly. Finally, based on the results some

extension strategies are provided for improvement of women’s economic participation.

Key Word: Extension strategies, Psychology—Economic Factors, Economic Participation,

Rural Women, Hamedan.
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