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Farmers' Attitudes toward Privatization of Agricultural Extension Services
in Tabas County and factors associated with attitudes

H.Rabiei , H. Nader And H. Ahmadi

Abstract
Today, Agricultural Extension Privatization Strategy has an acceptable position in

promoting and rendering better public services. So many countries experienced successful
outcomes during the past decade. Iran country also started to implement this initiative with
the implementation of the 1st National Plan after the Revolution in late 1981. The purpose of
this study is to evaluate the attitudes of farmers towards privatization of extension services in
Tabas County and to explore factors affecting this attitude. This survey research follows a
descriptive-correlation method with statistical population of all 4726 district farmers who
used agricultural extension programs. A sample of 200 individuals selected for data collection
via questionnaires. To analyze the data, SPSS 16 was applied. Results show that there is
positive and significant relationship between variable of farmers’ attitudes toward
privatization as a dependent variable and independent variables e.g. farmers’ education level,
land area, agricultural performance, amount of agricultural income and participation in
extension activities. Also, a positive and significant relationship rules between the rural
population and farmers’ attitudes toward agricultural extension privatization. In addition, 63.5
% of the farmers reflected negative or relatively negative attitudes toward extension
privatization, while remaining 36.5 % posed positive and relatively positive tendencies. Based
on the results, increasing number of extension workers, updating information and knowledge
of farmers toward privatization, expanding area of agricultural lands, creating appropriate bed
for more farming machinery, and consequently up-scaling agricultural yield and income, lie

within the suggestions made.

Key words: Agricultural Extension, Privatization, Participation, Farmers, Tabas.



