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Investigating appropriate mechanisms for improving extension-research
linkage as perceived by research and extension experts in Provincial office
of Jihad-e-Agriculture, Khouzestan

M. Tahmasebi, M. Baradaran and E. A. Mirzaee

Abstract

Setting a dynamic linkage between various components of agricultural
knowledge and information system particularly two significant components of
extension and research had always been a challenging issue faced by
development stakeholders. In I., R. Iran, also establishing a bilateral
interaction between the two components has long been assumed as serious
concern. This study goes on comparing extension/research perceptions in
Khouzestan province, and identifying appropriate mechanisms for improving
an effective mutual linkage. Given the importance of the outcomes in
executive terms, this study uses a survey method and conducts library review
and internet search to fulfill the task. Using questionnaire distribution among
117 extension workers and 109 researchers, needed data were collected and
analyzed through SPSS/11. Findings disclose that selecting researcher
samples, setting due planning and joint objectives, and in terms of technical
supports, view assessment from leading farmers, and in terms of enabling
factors, need for encouraging the researchers are assumed as the key factors in
improving extension-research linkage. At the same time, for supporting
extension workers, there required briefing top managers in extension/research
systems on setting dynamic mutual linkage, and for technical support, a
realistic understanding by researchers on national economic status and the role
of agriculture in its promotion, and in terms of enabling factors, need for
establishing a reliable information network to enhance interaction among
researchers, extension workers and farmers is regarded as critical step. Upon
these criteria, it is proposed that concurrent to mobilizing informal linkages
among two components, certain regular meetings have to be convened
between them. Besides, establishing an information/communication body will
facilitate transferring new findings. On the other hand, employing appropriate
enabling factors deems practical in mobilizing researchers to team working
and participation with other practitioners.

Key words: Agricultural Knowledge and Information System, Agricultural
Research, Education and Extension Organization (AREEO), Communicative
mechanism, Provincial Office of Jihad-e-Agriculture in Khouzestan



