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Agricultural educators' attitude towards using problem solving approach with
regards to sustainable agriculture

Abstract

Along with huge advancements in recent decades, the trend of agricultural development is not toward
sustainability. For reaching to sustainability in agriculture, it is essential to focus on three areas, new
methodologies in participation and participatory analysis, new learning circumstances and
institutional supports of governmental and non-governmental organizations. Technical information is
not just enough, but it is necessary to concentrate on using explonatory and active methods in the
process of empowering stakeholders in agriculture sector by training and learning process. So, a
study was conducted in Marvdasht and Dashtestan towns as an agricultural center of Fars and
Boushehr provinces, respectively. The population of this study includes the whole agricultural
educators of jihad-e-keshavarzi departments in two aforementioned counties, in which 60 educator
were interviewed through simple random sampling and they completed the questionnaires. The
results indicate that the awareness and attitudes of educators towards using problem solving methods
for subject matters related to sustainable agriculture are significantly different in two counties, but
they do not differ significantly by age and job experiment. Educational degree is an effective factor
in this regard, so that educators, who have bachelor or MS degree, are stronger in both awareness and
attitudes toward the use of problem solving method, too. The results also show that only awareness
of problem solving method can predict the attitude toward the use of this method for topics pertinent
to sustainable agriculture.

Key words: sustainable agriculture, attitude, problem solving method, Marvdasht and Dashtestan
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Agricultural educators' attitudes towards using problem-solving
approach in agricultural extension education

M. Forouzani, M. Yazdan Panah, Gh. Zamani

Abstract

Along with incredible advancements in recent decades, the trend of agricultural development is
not toward sustainability. For reaching to sustainability in agriculture, it is essential to focus on three
areas, new methodologies in participation and participatory analysis, new learning circumstances,
and institutional supports of governmental and non-governmental organizations. Technical
information is not just enough, but it is crucial to concentrate on using explanatory and active
methods in the process of empowering stakeholders in agriculture sector by training and learning
process. A study was conducted in Marvdasht and Dashtestan districts as agricultural centers of Fars
and Boushehr provinces, respectively. The population of this study includes whole agricultural
educators of jihad-e-keshavarzi offices in two aforementioned disricts, in which 60 educators were
interviewed through simple random sampling and they completed the questionnaires. The results
indicate that the awareness and attitudes of educators towards using problem-solving methods for
subject matters related to sustainable agriculture are significantly different but they do not differ
significantly by age and job experiment. Educational degree is an effective factor in this regard,
indicating that educators who have bachelor or M.Sc degree are stronger in both awareness and
attitudes towards use of problem-solving method. The results also show that only awareness on
problem-solving method can predict the attitude toward the use of this method for topics pertinent to
sustainable agriculture.

Key words: Sustainable agriculture, Attitude, Problem- solving method, Marvdasht and
Dashtestan
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