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Abstract

This study has been conducted to investigate the role of carpet cooperatives on its
members' empowerment in Firoozabad County of Fars province. Findings reveal the
cooperatives has thrived to development of carpet weaving industry in the County by
preparing raw materials, carpet marketing, implementing training sessions, providing
financial credits, and establishing weaving workshops. Members' income enhancement,
women socio-economic participation, enhancement of women social status, and promotion of
work place hygiene are the consequences of the cooperative establishment. Absence of
members in decision making, lack of adequate capital, and existence of many brokers are the
main problems of the cooperatives. Finally, based on the research’s findings, implementation
of training sessions regarding the cooperative’s objectives, its philosophy and principles,
implementing of carpet exhibitions, boosting incentive for members for more participation in
planning, decision making and training marketing skills are among the main
recommendations of this article.

Keyword: Cooperative, Empowerment, Rural women, Carpet weaving, Firoozabad County

V¥



