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Feasibility study of application of E-Learning for in-service training of
agricultural experts in Zanjan Province
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Abstract

E-Learning as one of the achievements of the rapid growth in IT process affects all levels
of education including the in-service education. Due to certain complexities of agricultural
in-service education such as high costs and travel problems, it seems that application of E-
Learning in delivering in-service training shall be more useful. Despite E-Learning has
created numerous opportunities, but in agriculture sector the feasibility of E-learning
application has not been investigated. The purpose of this paper is to study feasibility of E-
Learning application for in-service training of agricultural experts and to identify the way to
implement in Zanjan province. The study population consists of agricultural experts in
Zanjan province (N=69). Responds filled in a close- ended questionnaire. For assessing
reliability of questionnaire, Cronbach's alpha calculated at 0.84. Validity of instrument was
determined by adhering to comments provided by a panel of experts. Data were collected and
analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS 15). Results show that
agricultural experts in total have favorable attitudes towards using E-Learning for in-service
training, but from their viewpoints there are some obstacles in this process such as lack of
high speed internet. Results also show that the most important limitations for application of
E-Learning, from the viewpoints of respondents are: lack of readiness to use e-learning, poor
familiarity of experts with learning styles in virtual environment, financial problems, and lack
of appropriate virtual educational curricula. The results indicate that from the viewpoints of
most experts, the hybrid education is better than E-Learning and traditional education, and
the use of E-Learning should be considered as a supplement and not a replacement for
traditional education.

Key Words: E-Learning, Agriculture, In-service education, Information Technology
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