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Abstract

The conservation ethic represents a commitment to resource use, allocation, exploitation,
and protection. Its primary focus is upon maintaining the health of the natural world: its
forests, fisheries, habitats, and biological diversities. Secondary focus is on materials
conservation and energy conservation. This research is designed to demonstrate rural men and

women's attitudes towards soil conservation at Safiabad in Golestan province, and is
conducted through descriptive and survey method. Using simple random sampling procedure
and Krejcie and Morgan table, 102 men and 98 women were selected and interviewed via a
questionnair. The data resulted from this procedure was analysed using SPSS/WIN. Content
and face validity of the instrument were obtained through adhering to comments provided by
the faculty members of the department of agricultural extension and education. The reliability
analysis was conducted with completing 30 questionnaires and Cronbach's alpha value
computed at 0.78. The results obtained from inferential statistics indicate that there are
significant relationships between independent variables namely number of livestock (p=0.01)
and dependent variable namely amount of farmers' commitment to soil conservation issue.
Also, there seems no significant difference existed between two groups (men and women) on
their commitment to soil conservation. This research suggests using ethical commitment
characteristic in extension process of soil conservation practices and paying further attention
to rural women participation.
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