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Assessing Role of Agricultural Development Services firms in
Agricultural Development and Employment of Agricultural
Graduates in Zanjan Province

Jafar Yaghoubi and Maryam Yaghoubzadeh
Yaghobi@znu.ac.ir

Abstract

Agriculture sector of Iran is facing valuable opportunities and new challenges in the
fields of domestic and global economy. Existence of a large number of agricultural graduates
in different fields of agriculture considered one of these opportunities. Certainly, if the
policy-makers and planners do not plan for best use of these valuable human resources, this
opportunity will become a threat. One of the plans during the past few years in this direction
was establishing agricultural development services firms (ADSFs). The purpose of this study
is to assess the role and status of the ADSFs in agricultural development and creating jobs for
agricultural graduates in Zanjan province and to determine barriers to achieve the objectives
of ADSFs. A descriptive—correlation survey method was used in this study. The study
population consists of members of ADSFs in Zanjan province (N=165). A sample of 110 was
selected using the stratified random sampling method. Responses filled in close-ended
questionnaire whose reliability was verified by Cronbach's alpha calculated at 0.86. Validity
of instrument was determined by adhering to comments provided by a panel of experts.
Collected data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS-15).
Results show that ADSFs, from the viewpoints of members, achieve their goals. In the field
of agricultural and technical information, services to farmers have been moderately
successful and their success in increasing the efficiency of agricultural produces,
development of agriculture and increase farmers' income, is less than average. According to
findings of factor analysis, in detection of the barriers to achieve the objectives of ADSFs,
five components were extracted. The first factor called as legal barriers factor explained by
25.22% of the total variances. The second factor called the administrative bureaucracy factor
explained by 16.92% of the variances. The third factor called heterogeneity of members'
factor represented by 12.32% of the variances. The forth and fifth factors called academic
atrophy and financial problems factors respectively which realized 11.78% and 10.47% of
the total explained variances (76.72%) , respectively.

Key Words: Privatization, Agricultural graduates, Employment, Unemployment, Zanjan
province
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