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Identifying facilitators and obstacles in extension of
entrepreneurship

in agriculture sector
Dr. A. Yaghoubi, Dr. I. Malek Mohammadi, Dr. S. M. Hosseini, and Dr. S. Y. Hejazi

Abstarct

The main purpose of this research is to determine and to analyze facilitators and
obstacles in the process of extension of entrepreneurship in agriculture sector and to find
some solutions for improving this process as well. The research mainly was an applied
and non-experimental research. Needed information was collected by archival research
and a field survey was conducted via questionnaire as the main research tool in 2008 in
Iran. The validity of the questionnaire was assessed by a panel experts and the reliability
was measured by "Cronbach a" test. The statistical population is composed of "experts in
agricultural extension and entrepreneurshial fields" (university members and extension
specialists in extension organization). The target sample population was 91 experts who
were selected through a census. Research results indicated that Entrepreneurship
Extension programs needs to a holistic attention to the mechanisms for "facilitating the
rules of establishing agricultural SMEs", "facilitating finance credits for entrepreneurs"
and "accessing other needed facilities". Also factor analysis of the supportive mechanisms
showed that education and consultation services had an important role in enhancing
extension of Entrepreneurship process. Based on factors analysis, "some structural and
official obstacles" and "lacking of specific rules for supporting entrepreneurs” were the
most important challenges in developing Entrepreneurship programs. Based on research
findings, the present article concluded with some practical recommendations for reducing
limitation and enhancing the facilitating mechanisms in the process of Entrepreneurship
Extension.

Key words: Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurship Extension, Agriculture, Facilitators,
Obstacles.
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