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Farmer Field School approach: reviewing experience of Fars
province

L. Shahmorad, D. Hayati

Abstract

No doubt, today in the field the power of nations, the first element is trained manpower, while
resources and technology are placed as second and third important factors, respectively. In such
circumstances and due to limited resources and costly factors of production, it is normally
expected from extension to carry out more efforts to convince the farmers using fewer resources
to produce more products with high quality. There should be employed due mechanisms to
enable all farmers with the required skills and training assistance that may equip them with the
knowledge tools and ability. Certainly, extension success is dependent on many factors including
research in which applied researches provide resources and information to end users. To this end,
it is required to establish a close relationship between the extension and research sub sectors. But
more importantly is the contact with farmers and what will determine the success or failure of a
research is the rate of their involvement and satisfaction. Finally, this is not possible except that
farmers have effective participation in research and it's designing and implementing processes.
FFS is regarded as one of the new methods of attracting the participation of farmers and users.
The Farmer Field Schools is the new method in training farmers which will be held fully "in
partnership with the farmers during the farming season in a field location". This training approach
with motto “education with learning” tends to create communication among farmers, researchers,
and extension workers and to destroy the gap between three foregoing entities. The present article
is to describe this new training method and the status of its implementation in Iran and especially
in Fars province.

Key words: Farmer Field School, Integrated Pest Management, Traditional models of research
and extension, Fars province.
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