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Analysis of barriers to extension of participation and self-
confidence culture and cooperative promotion in Iran

Mohammad Ali Mohammadi — M.Sc., in agriculture engineering rural development and management
of coordination in extensional agriculture - Khorasan Razavi Agricultural Jihad Organization
Amir Mozaffar Amini- Assistant professor- Agricultural College - Isfahan

Abstract

Cooperatives experiences in developed countries reveal that cumulative participation in
economic and social subjects would solve plenty of problems and with gathering of resources
and scattered facilities and also efficient use of resources, maximum productivity would be
realized. Historical records show that Iranian people have always been focusing on
cooperative operations compared to other nations of the world, as perceived by managers and
officials of Iranian government expressed that despite of quantitative expansion of
cooperatives, these organizations have not contributed to management of rural production and
national economic. In spite of 4000 years of traditional cooperative background, yet Iran has
not much succeeded in modern cooperative interventions. Do not Iranians have cooperation
culture? Or not acquaint with principles of modern cooperatives? What are the obstacles in
running cooperatives functions at local and national economic scale? Present study is
conducted for finding the answers for the aforesaid questions in Isfahan and south Khorasan
provinces. In this survey, archival search was used through historical sources and existing
information of year-books, administrations, organizations, and dairy plants in Isfahan
province. In field investigation, we used questionnaire techniques and interviews. To analyze
problems also author’s experiences, as a member of cooperatives, investigator, spectator, and
collaborator of cooperatives were employed. Unclear identities of supporters and organizers
of cooperatives in the country, existing paradox between operation of cooperatives’ managers
and principles of cooperatives and members' profits, lack of confidence in cooperatives and
weak participation of rural individuals in cooperative management, poor attention to
cooperative education , inadequate attention of governments to cooperatives and traditional
participations, and guardian treatment of cooperatives managers to their members are the
most important results of the present study. For extension of participative culture and
strengthening cooperative spirit, certain suggestions are offered including intrusting
cooperatives to people with no further interference of governments in their management,
active participation of members in cooperative as the most important factor, revival and
strengthening idle traditional cooperatives, revival of serious coordination between rural and
urban cooperatives by government, assisting all rural cooperatives by government support
service, and allocating educational credits to cooperatives in technical and professional
education fields favoring cooperatives members.

Keyword: Cooperative spirit, Rural cooperatives, Traditional
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