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Evaluation of Rural Tourism Potential:

A SWOT Analysis in Sepidan Villages of Fars Province

Abstract:
Rural tourism is a basic economic activity with wide economic, social, cultural, and

environmental dimensions. Despite the small dimensions, rural tourism is increasingly
growing. And, even in some cases it has been considered as alternative tourism. Iran is
among the world's first 10 countries in tourist attractions aspects, but in terms of
entrances and income its name is not even in the list of top 80 touristy countries.
Contribution of tourism industry in GDP is about .07%, indicating inappropriate
planning and tourism development policy. Sepidan city is located in Fars province and
has abundant tourist attractions such as Margoon waterfall, Poladkaf Ski Resort, winter
sporty and residential facilities, etc. In this area, beautiful landscape, mineral water
spring, rivers, gardens, pastures, and forests attract any visitors to themselves. This
research is conducted based on combination of review of current literature and
gathering information from local people to identify capabilities and potential to attract
tourists. After determining the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats using
SWOT method, strategies to develop rural tourism in rural areas in Sepidan city were
presented. Empirical analysis of studied area show that expanding the area's potential to
attract tourists requires government supports, cooperation with investors and private
sector, and using indigenous knowledge and educated people to enhance tourism for

sustainable rural development.

Keywords: Rural tourism, SWOT Analysis, Sustainable Development
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