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Government and Privatization Process of Agricultural Extension

E. A. Mirzaee, M. Tahmasebi, and M. Mokhtarnia

Abstract
Agricultural extension services confronts with challenges and criticisms

in developed countries because of a reduction of agricultural share in
economic development, decreased agro crop producers, and increased
imports. In the developing world, certain deficiencies including financial
failure, limited personnel, managerial inconsistencies, underestimation of
clients needs, and in general, inability of public extension system, have all
contributed to the foregoing vagueness. Therefore, new strategy for supply
and delivery of agricultural advices in many South countries would entail
decentralization towards entrusting functions to lower tiers favoring
gradual privatization mode. In this context, governments also stepped back
and left chances for private sector activation. As far as extension service is
concerned, privatization spells out shaping and enhancing participation
private players, and not necessarily channelizing public capital, but
focusing on commercialization and recovering costs to upscale extension
duties. At the same time, extension service privatization may trigger certain
contradictions that by redistribution of incomes, cause change in
employment patterns and by more inclination toward commercial farmers,
underestimate small-scale peasants. This is exactly where the governments
shall intervene and show up their roles. This study uses library review and
internet search to explore the consequence of extension privatization and
identifies governments’ role in balancing the negative impacts of this
initiative. Findings primarily confirmed that privatization may not be
assumed as tools for government to deny it service rendering responsibility.
Instead, government differential interventions could well mobilize and activate
extension system under varying field-specific conditions. Further, the idea
obligates government to exercise precise monitoring and evaluation on private
sector’s functions and focusing more on agricultural training and skills for
managers and personnel. Moreover, government shall trigger competition and
regulate due weight in rendering consultancy assistance in different fields and
localities. Further results proved that extension privatization may not realize
over night, but seems a time-consuming and culture-sensitive process which
however, needs government inputs as well. On the other hand, and particularly
in developing states, public extension service shall proceed its role accompanied
by private sector to fulfill general and critical issues including environmental
circumstances.

Key words: Privatization, Agricultural Extension system, government role,
Library review, Rural development
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