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Role of Agricultural Organizations in the new system of agricultural
extension service

E. A. Mirzaee, A. Asadi and I. Malek Mohammadi

Abstract

Today, the world ties in economic, social, political and cultural areas are
progressively changing. Agriculture sector, as a large body with its complex
components, is also subjected to profound alterations and modifications to
survive and drive its mandatory functions. This phenomenon, in contrast to fund
reduction, limited resources, and change in public incumbencies, would impose
certain constraints in procurement and rendering consultancy services in
agriculture service. Given the matter, efforts towards decentralization and
entrusting duties to lower levels and attracting clients participation, lie within
the current policy. In addition, many professionals of rural development believe
that foodstuff deficiency and poor livelihoods in most rural areas stem in
absence of producers in policy-making and decision-making processes rather
than technological failures. To this end, this study focuses on investigating the
role and status of Agricultural Organizations (AOs) in the system of agricultural
extension service (AES) through library search and internet review. Findings
initially attested existing of an interactive and cumulative relation between AOs
and AES. Agricultural extension shall empower AOs through building technical
capacities and know-how. To this end, extension role in social empowerment,
organization, HRD, education and problem solving can not be omitted. On the
other hand, AOs may contribute to credit supply and taking over many functions
in terms of agricultural extension service and expansion of its outreach.
Therefore, new approaches shall be adopted in extension field to improve and
mobilize consultancy services, creation of social capital in rural areas and
activation of local CBOs/NGOs. Such institutions, while intermediate between
public and private sectors, deserve upmost potentials in management of
extension process and participatory development campaigns in favor of meeting
genius needs of target producing communities.

Key words: Social capital, Agricultural Organization (AO), Agricultural
Extension System (AES), Interactive relation, Library search



